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The large island is the facal point of the kitchen. Family and friends can perch on the bar chairs,
and browse through one of the recipe books pulled from the collection on the shelves under the worktop

This kitchen has something of a theatrical appeal, ideally suited to
both chief family cook, Dorothea, and her understudy — husband
William - who loves nothing better than an appreciative audience
for his weekend cooking exploits. Food Furniture performed its
own culinary coup by transforming the kitchen from a cramped
galley to a centre stage spectacular

words Amelia Thorpe  Pictures Darren Chung

orothea and William Longrigg love throwing parties,

And while Dorothea describes herself as the ‘slog cook’ in

charge of family meals, it is husband William who enjoys
cooking for a crowd at the weekend, So having a tiny, gloomy galley
in which to cook and entertain was not ideal. [f that wasn't enough,
its narrow doorways made it awkward, not to mention risky, carrying
trays of food and crockery to and from the kitchen. Access o the
garden was through an old side entrance. “We love eating outdoors,
so this was becoming a major irritation,” recalls Dorothea.

Finally, eight years after they moved into their south London home,
they could stand it no longer. But achieving the large open-plan
onelevel family eating and dining space they had in mind meant
re-building the entire back of their four-storey Victorian home.

Mo easy feat, especially since nearly every room in the house was
affected by the construction work, But Dorothea and William had a
clear idea of what they wanted, so they persevered on through the
building grime and swirling dust.

“Family life 1akes place in the kitchen,” says Dorothea, "So we wanted
alight, open space, with splashes of colour for stronger impact. And
definitely wanted to get away from black granite, because it swallows
up light,” With a bag bursting with cuttings torn from magazines and
heads full of ideas, Dorothea and William followed up a recommendation
and got in touch with chief designer and director of Food Furniture,
Rupert Lacey.
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Rupert, they discovered, is no slouch in the kitchen himself,
In fact, it turns out he's a passionate cook. So heggd William
immediately saw eye-to-eye, and in no time at all the Concept of
incorporating an island into the new kitchen became a definite
addition. "William likes to have a stage to prepare his weekend
meals with an audience of guests, so the idea of an island works

to the designand the hours he and Rupert spent discussing the

Which was just as well, because Dorothea's plans for the apple

William. “Ir was incredibly difficult to convince him.” recalls
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Glossy cream lacquered cabinetry and sleek steel create the light and friendly
kitchen that Dorothea Longrigy spedified, with a touch of individualism and
impact added by the green splashback and unusual Resilica worktop =i
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The ringy green glass splashback adds vibrancy

when ['was a child,” explains Dorothea, *It was important to have a
seamless worktop without gaps for the water o run down, and

something that would be easy to keep clean and hygie
But it's probably the Resilica island worktop that attracts the most
admiring glances, sparkling as it does with unusual flecks ofgreen,
blue and even brown glass against a cream background. “It's made of
85% smashed and recycled glass that is bonded together with resin
And it can belit from underneath which looks like something from
Star Trek,” says Rupert, flicking a switch to lilluminate a row of underlit
square panels across the island. “It looks amazing, especially at night.”
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says Dorothea.

If it's the sense of theatre in their kitchen that appeals to Dorothea
and William, it is Rupert who enjoys creating things out of the norm.
Years spent designing furniture for super yachts in the West Indies
and Mediterranean gave him plenty of opportunity to study luxurious
materials and hone his skills. “Working with 100 tons of mahogany on
a regular basis gave me plenty of practice.” he laughs, "l enjoy making
beautiful, dramatic furniture.”

A combination Neff microwave and single oven provide backup o the Smeg range cooker

Everything we produce is made to
order, which is much more exciting
for a client than using a set range

# from a brochure
i, Rupert Lacey
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